
RAIDERRAIDER
PridePride

April 4 –  
 K-12 Report Card Release -  
 SV Portal 
 School Board Meeting, Work  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m.
April 9 – 
 ACT Test, SHS   
April 11 –   
 School Board Meeting, Regular  
 Session, IHS Aud., 8 p.m. 
April 11-15 –  
 PSSA Testing Window Grades  
 3-8 (English & Lang. Arts) 
April 18-22 –  
 PSSA Testing Window Grades  
 3-8 (Math)
April 20 –  
 College and Career School Fair,  
 SHS, 12:30-2:30 p.m.
April 25-29 –  
 PSSA Testing Window  
 Grades 4, 8 (Science) 

April Dates  
to Remember

  *  More dates can be found on our  
 homepage at  www.svsd.net

March 2016
A National Award-Winning Publication

Artwork in full bloom

A beautiful spring day gets even more  
beautiful with a journey through Phipps 
Conservatory vibrant display rooms which 
feature Emily Kastroll’s artwork. 

Miss Kastroll, a junior at Seneca Valley, is 
being featured in the Welcome Center of 
Phipps Conservatory from March 11- April 
10 for a piece she entered in the Fairchild 
Challenge.

As part of the Fairchild Challenge  
environmental education competition at 
Phipps, local middle and high school  
students created works of art depicting the 
moment of bloom for some of the region’s 
most notable natives. The amazing images that resulted are showcased in the Welcome Center 
Gallery, where they provide a perfect complement to the art-inspired Spring Flower Show:  
Masterpieces in Bloom.

Her picture (the pointillism Cherry Tree, above right) can be found on the banner of the Phipps web 
page, as well as fully featured under the homepage headline.  

To view Emily’s artwork or for more information on the Spring Flower Show click here.

A look back…
Take a look back on the 2014-15 

school year with the online  
annual report. To check it out visit: 
www.svannualreports.com.

Spreading the word

Members of Best Buddies, the Community 
Based Vocational Training classroom and the 
Practical Assessment Exploration System 
(PAES) classroom created, made and sold 
T-shirts to support the annual campaign of 
“Spread the Word to End the Word” (the  
R-Word). 

Students and staff across the campus wore the 
T-shirts to support and bring awareness to this 
cause on March 2. The profits from the T-shirts 
benefit the SV Best Buddies Club as well as the 
Community Based Vocational Training program.

*The R-Word Campaign asks people to stop 
saying “retarded” (the R-word) as a starting 
point toward creating more accepting attitudes 
and communities for all people.  According to 
The R-Word Campaign, language affects  
attitudes and attitudes affect actions.

https://portal.svsd.net/
http://www.svsd.net
https://phipps.conservatory.org/calendar/detail/spring-blooms-of-western-pennsylvania-a-youth-art-exhibition
http://www.svannualreports.com


Presenting the 2014-15 Seneca Valley Annual Report:
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Seneca Valley’s All-School Musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat was a vibrant show that received radiant reviews!

Go, Go, Go, Joe!

Photo Credit - Mr. Jim Nagle, Ms. Amber Hugus





Presenting the 2014-15 Seneca Valley Annual Report:

Students district-wide celebrated “Read Across America Day” (Dr. Seuss’ birthday), by participating in reading and literacy activities throughout the 
week of Feb. 29-March 4. Some activities included read-a-thons; silent, quiet, interrupted reading; “Stop, Drop and Read;” guest readers; as well as 
author and illustrator visits.

Reading across S V
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CVE Cares is a building-wide monthly effort on helping 
others. These student driven projects help the local 
community with the support of CVE faculty. 

This month, Vinny Colonello (second from left), a third 
grade student in Ms. Valerie McGee’s classroom, 
requested that CVE support Jameson’s Army by 
donating various food items. 

Jameson’s Army is a local charity that assists families 
affected by congenital defects.

CVE Cares
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Pink hearts recently filled Ms. Chelsea Grant’s first 
grade classroom.

Ms. Grant’s class at CVE received Valentine’s Day 
hearts from Ms. Michele Murray’s Intermediate 
High School (IHS) Honors Algebra II class.  

The two classes were paired up in October as part 
of the Olweus Bullying Prevention Secondary-
Elementary connection.  

Ms. Murray’s Create a Respectful Environment 
(CARE) representatives, tenth grade students Miss Liz Fronk and Miss Shirlann Harmon, met Ms. 
Grant’s class in person earlier this school year when all IHS CARE Representatives went to CVE in 
effort to connect and share a positive message about being kind.

Heart-to-heart

CVE held their PTO-sponsored “I Love 
CVE” event on Feb 27. Families from 
the district participated in teacher-led 
activities, enjoyed food and had fun 
dressing up to take pictures in a photo 
booth.

Feeling the love

L-R: Julia Roy, Vinny Colenello, Ethan Taylor, Joey Amrhein, 
and  Elora Dabravalskas

Forty art students in grades 1-4 from Haine Elementary School were selected for the 2016 Associated 
Artists of Butler County Elementary School Art Show held March 9-12. 

Third grade student, Anna Schmidt (pictured below center) received an Honorable Mention for her  
one-point perspective drawing.

Miss Schmidt was recognized at an awards and artists’ reception held on March 4.

The forty students in the show included:
Grade 1: Keira Albenze, Katelyn Bookwalter, Elliot Gawne, Max Hudac, Isabella Landy and Alyssa 
Monahan.
Grade 2: Mary Abbrussese, Addie Baker, Allie Bearer, Vincent Burrill, Ethan Campbell, Holland 
Denton, Abigail Good, Alyssa Green, Kyle Mancing, Leah Martino, Gavin McKnight, Taegen Roche, 
Drilon Ross and Jasmine Subramaniam.
Grade 3: Hannah Ambrose, Eric Chen, Cortlan Harrell, Nina Luo, Niko Papakirk, Josh Price, Anna 
Schmidt, Lillian Sperry and Lucas Wittman.
Grade 4: Paige Baker, Tori Hildreth, Alexander Kim, Dakota Koenig, Ethan Lindberg, Sara 
McCullough, Gracie Rape, Max Scanlan, Friyana Sepai, Jeevan Subramaniam and Ayla Ward.

Art perspective
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This past month students in Ms. 
Angela Cardillo’s classroom 
used science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) skills to create paper 
towers to protect King Frog 
from falling down into the 
mouth of the alligator. The 
students worked as engineers 
and formed teams with Ms. 
Michelle Follett’s class to get a 
message to Princess Reagan.

The princess, the frog and engineering

Evans City Elementary (ECE) fourth 
grade students let people know “what 
bugs them.” 

Students were inspired by the theme 
of “What bugs you?” and planned and 
developed their ideas into creative 
inventions. These inventions were 
showcased at ECE’s annual “Invention 
Convention” on March 11. 

Student inventions ranged from an 
auto pet scratcher, to a solar-powered 
scooter, a waterproof book cover and 
even a multisensory alarm clock 2000!
 
Students presented their clever ideas 
to other classrooms, parents and 
the local community. The “Invention 
Convention” is a culminating activity 
that was the result of studying 
inventors and inventions over the last 
few months.

What bugs you?

Rowan Elementary and Evans City Elementary schools held Science Fairs over the month of March. 

Rowan Elementary STEM/Science Fair

Rowan Elementary PTA hosted their 26th Annual Science Fair on March 5. This year’s event had a 
STEM focus and was open to all Rowan students, student teams, or siblings. The purpose of the fair 
was to motivate students to investigate how science affects their everyday lives. The STEM Fair had 
a number of hands-on activities in addition to student projects. The Carnegie Science Center brought 
two maker stations, the Droids Robotics team demonstrated and there was also a preschool area for 
younger scientists.

Evans City Elementary Science Fair

The 16th Annual Evans City PTO Science Fair was held cafeteria and gymnasium on March 12. The 
fair had 80 student participants ranging in grades from kindergarten through sixth grade.  Students 
exhibited their projects and shared ideas with other students and community members. The students 
had their projects evaluated by  the Seneca Valley High School Science Honor Society as well as by 
local citizens and scientists. The purpose of the science fair was to encourage students interest in 
science, develop their inquiry and investigation skills and enhance their pride in completing research 
projects.

Stay tuned!

The CVE PTO Science Fair will be held in the cafeteria and gymnasium from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 2.  The Science Fair is a voluntary event open to all students in grades K-4.

Blinding me with science
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Seneca Valley has always embraced and encouraged individuality and a sense of self. The IHS displayed this beautifully with their “I Am Wall” back 
in October. 

The wall received much praise and applause, so the Seneca Valley Diversity Committee extended this idea to the whole district. Students had the 
opportunity to express who they are and showcase this throughout their schools with “I Am” message cards. 

During February Olweus bullying-prevention meetings, teachers shared with classes the IHS “I AM” video as an introduction to the activity  
(to see the video, click here).  Students then received their own personal cards. Whether students are shy, outgoing, a music lover, an athlete or  
an artist – they all had the opportunity to express on paper who they are to the whole school. 

See below to view additional “I Am” videos: 

ECM I Am Video: http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=ug7fg38yae              HE/HMS I Am Video: http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=uxctzv3n6b

I Am SV

http://www.svsd.net/IAMWall
http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=ug7fg38yae
http://svtube.svsd.net/play?id=uxctzv3n6b


A handmade bowl.  A simple meal. A way to help. 

Haine Middle School (HMS), in partnership with 
Cranberry Artists Network, is proud to host its premier 
Empty Bowls event in May of 2016.  The Empty Bowls 
project is an international grassroots effort that was 
conceived 25 years ago by a ceramics teacher at a 
Michigan high school as a way for artists to give back 
to the community and alleviate hunger. Seneca Valley 
School District is proud to be part of the campaign 
to end hunger and food insecurity in our local 
communities.

The premise is simple: Students, artists and community member groups create and donate unique 
handcrafted bowls. Guests purchase a ticket to support a local hunger organization, choose their 
bowl from the abundant selection and enjoy a basic meal of “soup and bread.” They keep their bowl 
as a symbol of all of the empty bowls in the community and a reminder that their participation in the 
Empty Bowls event made a difference in the lives of their neighbors in need of food assistance.

Haine’s Empty Bowls event will take place on Thursday, May 12, 2016 from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. at HMS.  
This event will offer up to guests the chance to choose a bowl and sample food from a diverse group 
of local restaurants offering simple tastings of soup/stew, breads and desserts. 

For more information on participating, sponsoring and creating please visit:  
http://hainehelpinghunger.wix.com/emptybowls2016.

HMS helps end hunger
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Twenty-three sixth grade Haine Middle School 
(HMS) students researched, created, and delivered 
an environmental presentation to the Cranberry 
Township’s Board of Supervisors meeting on March 3.
 
The group highlighted the importance of storm water 
and water conservation in our township’s streams 
and creeks.  Thanks to these conscientious kids, 
Cranberry Township was able to fulfill two portions of its municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4) permit, which is required by the DEP.

Going above and beyond (our walls)

Haine and Evans City Middle Schools recently 
hosted exploratory cultural days. Presenters 
shared information on education, customs, food, 
holiday traditions and dress for countries like 
Malaysia, Japan, Italy, Turkey and many more. 
Additionally, at HMS, approximately 100 sixth 
grade students presented on different cultures in 
the afternoon.

Cultural immersion

Published author Emily Mohn-Slate, 
visited fifth grade students at Evans 
City Middle School (ECMS) to teach 
students about poetry and the writing 
process on Feb. 25. 

As part of their poetry unit, students 
completed a writing activity with 
the prompt, “Poetry is like a horse 
in an egg.” The activities continued 
at Barnes and Noble with a poetry 
night. Students and faculty were able 
to volunteer to read a poem that they 
wrote or one they found that has 
special meaning to them. “We had an 
amazing turnout,” said ECMS Principal 
Marie Palano. “It was great to see so 
many young poets showcasing their 
talents.”

A way with words

http://hainehelpinghunger.wix.com/emptybowls2016


The Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) Helping Hands Club 
sponsored a prize raffle the week of March 7-11, to support the 
American Cancer Society’s Cranberry Township Relay for Life. 
Several SVMS students have lost a loved one to cancer this school 
year, and the fundraiser was a way for the club to team up with these 
students to show their support and advocate for a cure. Overall, the 
club raised $1,060 for this worthy cause. 

Generous prize donations were made by Fun Fore All and Cranberry  
Cinemas, as well as several district parents and teachers. Prizes  
included tickets to a future Pittsburgh Penguins game, a Fun Fore All  
Birthday Party, tickets to Cranberry Cinemas, and a Jamberry Nails  
gift bag, just to name a few. 

The club would like to express its sincerest appreciation to the students, staff and community  
members for their support in making this fundraiser a tremendous success.

March was Middle Level Education 
Month! This annual recognition 
provided a special opportunity to 
focus on this very important time  
in the education of our 10- to  
15-year-olds.

SV celebrates MLE 
Month

Four Seneca Valley students placed in the local BASF and the 
Chemical Education Foundation’s You Be The Chemist Challenge® 
that was held March 5. 

Seneca Valley students finished in the following order:

 • Nathan Smith, grade 6, Evans City Middle School (ECMS)–   
  first place 
 • Dean Smith, grade 8, Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) –  
  second place 
 • Steven Yang, grade 8, SVMS – fourth place
 • Rachel Spear, grade 6 ECMS – seventh place

Brothers Nathan and Dean Smith will advance to the state competition that will be held at State 
College on April 23. Mr. Yang will attend as an alternate. The winners of the state competition on 
April 23 will move on to the National Challenge held in Philadelphia June 20. 

Ms. Julie Smith, SVMS teacher and Mr. Mike Levere, ECMS gifted support teacher, served as 
advisors for the challenge. 

The You Be The Chemist Challenge® is an interactive academic contest that encourages students in 
grades 5-8 to explore chemistry concepts and their real-world applications. The Challenge provides 
a unique opportunity for a variety of individuals and organizations—including schools, members of 
the chemical industry, educators, and other community partners—to come together and show their 
support for STEM education.

‘You Be the Chemist’

Sea kayakers can explore hundreds of islands off the Dalmatian coast of which 
European country south of Slovenia? 

The answer is Croatia. This is just one example of the types of questions that Seneca 
Valley Middle School seventh grade student Dorabella White had to answer as a 
Geography Bee contestant. 

Miss White was recently notified by the National Geographic Society that she is one 
of the semifinalists eligible to compete in the 2016 Pennsylvania National Geographic 
State Bee. The contest will be held at State Museum, Harrisburg on Friday, April 1, 2016.

This is the second level of the National Geographic Bee competition, which is now in its 28th year. 
School Bees were held in schools with fourth-through eighth-grade students throughout the state to 
determine each school champion. School champions then took an online qualifying test. The National 
Geographic Society has invited up to 100 of the top-scoring students in each of the 50 states, District of 
Columbia, Department of Defense Dependents Schools and U.S. territories to compete in the state Bees.
Each state champion will receive $100, the National Geographic book “The National Parks: An 
Illustrated History” and a medal, and will journey to Washington, D.C., to represent their state in the 
National Geographic Bee Championship at National Geographic Society headquarters, May 22-25, 
2016. The national champion will receive a $50,000 college scholarship and lifetime membership in the 
National Geographic Society. The national champion will also travel (along with one parent or guardian), 
all expenses paid, to Alaska’s coastal wilderness, including Glacier Bay National Park, in recognition of 
the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service. 

The 2016 National Geographic Bee Championship final round, moderated for the first time by journalist 
and humorist Mo Rocca, will air on the National Geographic Channel and Nat Geo WILD on Friday, May 
27, at 8 p.m. ET, and later on public television stations.

SVMS student named National Geographic State Bee Semifinalist
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Pictured left to right: Savannah Justus, 
Ashley Ramfos, Allison King, Gianna 
Runco, Lauren McKinley, Rebecca 
Loeffler, Dylan Darak

Helping hands

Kirk Young and Anandhi Sarangan 
both from Aesynt, a global leader in 
medication management,  presented 
to Ms. Julie Smith’s eighth grade 
science classes as well as the 
Seneca Valley Middle School 
(SVMS) Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) Fems on March 3. 

During their visit they introduced 
students to engineering and had 
them do a hands-on chemistry 
activity.

Engineers visit

The Seneca Valley Middle School 
(SVMS) Hawks and Eagles teams 
joined together to celebrate the 
opening of the Pittsburgh Pirates 
spring training schedule by having a 
“Grand Slam Baseball” assembly put 
on by the Carnegie Science Center.  
This assembly helped students 
to discover the science behind 
America’s favorite pastime such as 
the physics behind pitches and the 
science of a perfect swing. Students 
were able to participate in nine 
interactive “innings” of physics fun. 
Thanks Carnegie Science Center for 
hitting it out of the park! 

Assembly hits a home run
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On-Sets 
The On-Sets tournament was held at the Soldiers and Sailors Memorial on Dec. 17. Seneca Valley Elementary Division competed against six other 
school districts and 80 students participated. Haine Middle School (HMS) teams placed first, second and fifth. 

The first place team included Veronica Pimenova, Dawson Ward, Jackson Scherzer, Grace Hines and Ava Katzenell. 

The second place teams included Michael Bardos, Eric Ristey, Ella Fulford, Eli Peel and Tanush Nelikil. 

The fifth place team included Josh Miller, Meera Rathod, Anna Roberts, Jason Chen and Courtney Beals. 

HMS national qualifiers with perfect scores were Josh Miller, Dawson Ward, Eric Ristey, Connor Allen and Ryder Quiggle.

Additional HMS national qualifiers included Greta Schmidt, David deVyver, Paul Amado, Tonya Gupta, Tanush Nelikil, Ella Fulford, Michael Bardos, 
Veronica Pimenova and Grace Hines. 

Evans City Middle School (ECMS) teams placed fourth. 

The fourth place team included Rachel Spear, Patrick Dolan, Daniel Simoes, 
Shanker Pillai and Nate Smith. 

ECMS national qualifiers with perfect scores were John Barnyk and Nate Smith. 

Additional ECMS national qualifiers included Daniel Simoes.

The Middle Division competed against four other school districts and placed 
first and second. 

The first place team included Matt Murphy, Arya Nayak, Anoop Savio, benaifer Sepai and Renhan Xu. 

The second place team included David Choi, Zach Garcia, Simren Jayaraman, Anaya Rao and Dean Smith. 

David Choi, Zach Garcia, Kevin Peter Karatassos, Matt Murphy, Ananya Rao, Anoop Savio, Benaifer Sepai, Christian Williams, Brenna Wrubel and 
Renhan Xu qualified for nationals.

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams competed against six other schools. 

Urvi Gupta, Shane Ruiz, Mark Livingstone, Rhea Kudtarkar, Jarrett Johnston, Jacob Johnston, Alex Garcia, and Rachel Covell were national qualifiers.

LinguiSHTIK 
The LinguiSHTIK tournament was held on Jan. 27 at the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh. 

Seneca Valley Elementary Division competed against four other school districts and 70 students participated. 

Haine Middle School (HMS) teams placed first, second, third (tied), and fifth. 

The first place team included Zach Aaron, Dawson Ward, Sienna Summers, Aidan Uher and Ava Katzenell.

The second place team included Anna Roberts, Paul Amado, Ella Fulford, Sydney Thompson and Ian Bilger.

The third place teams (tied) included Jackson Scherzer, Jonah Kriess, Sreya Padamati, David deVyver and Greta Schmidt;  Veronica Pimenova, 
Grace Hines, Ryder Quiggle, Courtney Beals and Kevin Donaldson.

The fifth place team included Josh Miller, Andrew Loeffler, Tonya Gupta, Katie Payerchin and Jason Chen.

HMS national qualifiers with perfect scores were Dawson Ward, Sienna Summers, Aidan Uher, Sreya Padamati, Josh Miller, Ryder Quiggle and Ian Bilger. 

Additional HMS national qualifiers included Zach Aaron, Jackson Scherzer, David deVyver, Greta Schmidt, Jason Chen, Veronica Pimenova, Kevin 
Donaldson, Anna Roberts, Ella Fulford, Sydney Thompson and Eric Ristey. 

The Middle Division competed against five other school districts and placed first and second.

The first place team included Zach Garcia, Matt Murphy, Ananya Rao and Dilini Ranaweera. The second place team included Rob Appling, David 
Choi, Parker Logue, Benaifer Sepai and Dean Smith. 

National qualifiers included Marc Amado, Harry Foss, Zach Garcia, Simren Jayaraman, Parker Logue, Ananya Rao, Dilini Renaweera, Benaifer 
Sepai and Dean Smith. 

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams placed first and second.

The first place team included Jarrett Johnston, Angelo Giannotta, Alex Garcia, Brian Vogel and Jonathan Simoes. 

The second place team included Urvi Gupta and Rhea Kudtarkar.

National qualifiers were Jarrett Johnston, Angelo Giannotta, Alex Garcia, Brian Vogel, Jonathan Simoes, Tori Beck and Urvi Gupta.

Academic Games Teams prevail in tournaments

continued on page 11



World Events 
The World Events tournament was held on Feb. 24 at Seneca Valley Middle School. 

The Elementary Division competed against five other school districts and 85 students participated. HMS placed first and third. 

HMS first place team included Dawson Ward, Veronica Pimenova, Jackson Scherzer, Jason Chen and Aidan Uher.

The third place teams included Tonya Gupta, Ria Dietz, Sreya Padamati, Anna Roberts and Eric Ristey. 

HMS national qualifiers consisted of Veronica Pimenova, Jackson Scherzer, Aidan Uher, Tonya Gupta, Sreya Padamati and Courtney Beals. 
Nathan Smith and Shanker Pillai were national qualifiers for ECMS. 

Seneca Valley’s Junior and Senior Division teams competed against six other schools and placed second. 

The second place team comprised of Jacob Johnston, Jarrett Johnston and Brian Vogel. 

National qualifiers included Mark Livingstone and Brian Vogel. 

The National tournament will be held in Atlanta, Georgia this year on April 22 -26.  

Academic Games Leagues of America (AGLOA) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to developing “Thinking Kids” of character, 
excellence, and integrity. AGLOA provides a series of Academic 
Games competitions throughout the nation resulting in a national 
championship tournament in late April each year. Students who excel 
academically have a chance to compete and be rewarded for their 
accomplishments. Academic Games tournaments challenge students 
to use higher order thinking skills in the subjects of Language Arts, 
English, History and Mathematics. Players receive recognition and 
awards in the same way that sports champions are honored.

Academic Games Teams prevail in tournaments continued from page 10
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The Seneca Valley Academic Games Team excelled at the Pennsylvania State Academic Games Competition, known as the Tri-Bowl.   
Thirty-two Haine Middle School (HMS) students, as well as four Evans City Middle School students competed with schools from all across the 
commonwealth and won first place in each of the four different academic games.  The tournament was held over two days, Feb. 29 and March 
7, at Grove City College.

In the game of LinguiSHTIK, a team from SV won first place, and are PA State Champions.  The new state champion team was made up of Greta 
Schmidt, Jason Chen, Veronica Piminova, Jackson Scherzer and Zach Aaron.  SV teams also placed second, third (tied), and fifth in the state.  
The second place team was Courtney Beals, Eric Ristey, Sydney Thompson, David deVyver and Connor Allen. The third place teams (tied) were 
made up of Ryder Quiggle, Ian Bilger, Josh Miller, Anna Robert and Kevin Donaldson and Dawson Ward, Sienna Summers, Aidan Uher, Sreya 
Padamati and Ella Fulford. Finally, the fifth place team was Andrew Loeffler, Tanya Gupta, Grace Hines, Paul Amado and Nathan Smith (Evans 
City). In addition, Zach Aaron, Anna Roberts, Veronica Pimenova, Andrew Loeffler, Paul Amado, Courtney Beals, Sydney Thompson, Connor 
Allen, Dawson Ward, Sienna Summers and Greta Schmidt were national qualifiers.  Tanya Gupta, David deVyver, Ryder Quiggle, Josh Miller, 
Aidan Uher and Jackson Sherzer were also national qualifiers with perfect scores.

In the game of Propaganda, SV finished in first place and are PA State Champions. The team was made up of Veronica Pimenova, Andrew 
Loeffler, Tanya Gupta, Dawson Ward and Rachel Spear. The fourth place team consisted of Grace Hines, Sydney Thompson, Courtney Beals, 
Sienna Summers and Nathan Smith (Evans City). Dawson Ward, Courtney Beals and Jonah Kreiss were national qualifiers. In addition, Veronica 
Pimenova and Rachel Spear (Evans City) became individual PA State Co-Champions in Propaganda. 

In the game of Equations, a team from HMS won first place, and are PA State Champions.  The new state champion team was made up of Jonah 
Kriess, Sreya Padamati, Ella Fulford, Meera Rathod and Josh Miller.  The second place team was Jackson Scherzer, Tanush Nelikil, Aidan Uher, 
Connor Allen and Jason Chen. The fourth place team was Sienna Summers, Greta Schmidt, Tanya Gupta, Michael Bardos and Nate Smith 
(Evans City). The fifth place team consisted of Veronica Pimenova, Callista Sittig, Ryder Quiggle, Daniel Simoes (Evans City) and Rachel Spear 
(Evans City). Finally, the sixth place team was Courtney Beals, Paul Amado, Kevin Donaldson, Ria Dietz and Ian Bilger. Tanush Nelikil, David 
deVyver, Anna Roberts, Ria Dietz and Daniel Simoes were national qualifiers. Josh Miller, Sienna Summers, Paul Amado, Jackson Scherzer, 
Jonah Kriess and Ryder Quiggle were also national qualifiers with perfect scores.

In the game of Presidents, a team from SV finished in first place. The PA State Champion team was made up of Veronica Pimenova, Grace 
Hines, Tanya Gupta, Aidan Uher and Nathan Smith (Evans City). In addition, Veronica Pimenova and Shanker Pillai (Evans City) were national 
qualifiers. 

In order to participate in the Tri-Bowl, students had to qualify by being one of the top scorers in at least one of the six local tournaments that are 
held from October through February. Students will compete against students from schools around the country at the Academic Games Leagues 
of America (AGLOA) National Competition in Atlanta, Georgia, April 22-25.

Academic Games Team places first in all events at Tri-Bowl
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Marisa Ortiz, a sophomore at Seneca Valley Intermediate High School, 
recently accepted a two-year study abroad scholarship with United World 
College (UWC).  

Miss Ortiz went through a competitive application process, which included a 
site visit to the UWC campus in New Mexico as a finalist.  She received word 
of her scholarship in late February, and of her placement at the Maastricht 
United World College in the Netherlands. 

The UWC has campuses in 15 countries including the United States, 
and selects high school students from more than 150 countries and teaches the International 
Baccalaureate with a mission to make education a force to unite people, nations, and cultures for 
peace and a sustainable future.

SV sophomore accepts 2 year study abroad scholarship

Seneca Valley School District has two students out 
of 89 in the Pittsburgh area who have recently been 
announced as 2016 Carson Scholars. 

Junior Urvi Gupta received a $1,000 college scholarship 
award and the coveted honor of being named a Carson 
Scholar.  

In addition, 192 Pittsburgh area students have renewed 
their Carson Scholar status, including senior Sarah 
Johanknecht. Ms. Johanknecht and the other previous  
winners have maintained high academic standards and a strong commitment to their communities and 
are being recognized for their efforts. 

To date, the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Carson Scholars Fund has awarded 1,100 scholarships, nearly  
$1.1 million to students who epitomize academic excellence and commitment to their community.

To celebrate their accomplishments, the Pittsburgh scholars will be honored at the annual awards 
banquet on Sunday, April 17, 2016 at Heinz Field at 11:30 a.m. The public is invited to attend the Annual 
Awards Banquet and to be a part of this inspirational day. For more information on any of the seven 
regional banquets or to purchase tickets, visit the Carson Scholars Fund website  
at www.carsonscholars.org.

Two SV students named 2016 Carson Scholars
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Seneca Valley senior Hannah Hale, junior Nate 
Konieczka and freshman David Grimm all have 
vision. The trio are also this year’s Cranberry 
Township Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
879 Scholarship Winners. 

Miss Hale, Mr. Konieczka and Mr. Grimm 
competed by writing and recording a broadcast 
script on an annual patriotic theme, “My Vision 
for America.”

Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the 
VFW’s premier scholarship program. Each year  
more than 40,000 high school students compete  
for more than $2 million in scholarships and incentives.

Visions for America

Seneca Valley 
junior Julia 
Kooser placed 
first after 
presenting 
about the 
effects of 
strenuous, 
prolonged 
exercise, and 
how to minimize it at the Region 9 
Pennsylvania Junior Academy of 
Science (PJAS) competition held at 
Slippery Rock University on Feb. 27. 
 
“Excessive exercise has resulted in 
intense secretion of stress hormones 
like cortisol and adrenaline,” states 
Miss Kooser. “Overtraining syndrome 
is a common occurrence in athletes 
when they feel constant fatigue 
despite training. While scientists 
are still uncertain about the biology 
behind ‘overtraining syndrome’, the 
higher secretion of stress hormones 
could potentially explain it. My 
project establishes the problems 
that cortisol can pose to the body, 
specifically muscle cells, and how 
to minimize its secretion. This study 
is particularly applicable for athletes 
because they can perform their 
same intensive training regimen and 
negate the excessive stress hormone 
secretion by having a carbohydrate-
dense food afterwards.”
 
Miss Kooser will move on to present 
at the state PJAS competition held 
at Penn State University from May 
15-17. 
 
The Pennsylvania Junior Academy 
of Science (PJAS) is a statewide 
organization of junior and senior 
high school students designed to 
stimulate and promote interest 
in science among its members 
through the development of research 
projects and investigations.

SV junior places first  
in PJAS

Urvi Gupta Sarah Johanknecht

L-R: Hugh MacPherson, Post Commander, Cranberry Twp.  
VFW Post 879; Seneca Valley Senior, Hannah Hale; Seneca 
Valley Junior, Nate Konieczka and Seneca Valley Freshman, 
David Grimm.

http://www.carsonscholars.org


Seneca Valley had 28 students 
selected for the Pennsylvania Music 
Educators Association (PMEA) 
District 5 Jazz Band that was held at 
Slippery Rock University Feb. 5-6.

To be selected for this festival, 
students auditioned on a required 
solo and were placed in band 
ensembles based on the results.

Performing with Band 1 were Danny 
Singer on alto saxophone; Katie Platt 
on baritone saxophone; Maddy Sinan, Aaron Wolf, and Scotty Poepoe on trumpet; Seb Demetter, 
Katy Kolor, Nate Fritch and Austin Treu on trombone; Miya Paserba on piano; Jake Beck on drums 
and Luci Ferraro on bass.

Representing Seneca Valley in Band 2 were Rishin Sharma on alto saxophone; Tommy Zugell and 
Nick Hepp on tenor saxophone; Ben Hess on baritone saxophone; trumpeters Luke Barnes, Dan 
Kushner, Nicole Buchek, Jeremy O’Connor and Dan Popp; Bradley Hartman and Aaron Jackson on 
trombone; Kyler Lin on bass and Jordan Bender on drums.

Performing in Band 3 were Jacob Geil on tenor saxophone; Alyssa Tollerton on trumpet; and Colin 
Scott on drums.

Seneca Valley students made up nearly 50 percent of the 58-member district jazz band. 

“Seneca Valley has enjoyed a long tradition of excellence in PMEA events,” stated Sara Snyder, 
secondary music teacher, “and this year was certainly a continuation of that tradition.”  

Robert Matchett and Varden Armstrong are the directors of both Jazz Ensemble I and Jazz 
Ensemble II at Seneca Valley.

PMEA District 5 is made up of schools in Beaver, Butler, Lawrence and Mercer counties.

All that jazz

The Seneca Valley Academic Decathlon Team of 
Colton Botta, Rishin Sharma, Zachary DeDionioso, 
Kyle Cindrich, Sydney McGahey, Darpun Kohli, Emily 
Kastroll and Bryce Hrvinak placed fourth among schools 
from western, central and eastern Pennsylvania in the 
Academic Decathlon State Competition at Penn State, 
March 11-12. 

Individual medals in five different categories were 
awarded. Students Rishin Sharma won in speech and 
Colton Botta and Darpun Kohli won in interview. Sydney 
McGahey won in the category of science, 
and Emily Kastroll along with Kyle Cindrich won in 
language and literature. Bryce Hrvinak again with Kyle 
Cindrich won in mathematics. Kyle Cindrich also placed 
in the overall top 9 out of the entire competition. 

The largest accomplishment for the team was the 
increase in their score from 36,677 at the Regional 
Competition to 40,274 at the State Competition - an 
increase of 3,597 points!

Deft decathletes
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Ms. Rebekah Grinnen’s economics 
classes in the Senior High School 
(SHS) presented a Healthy Snack 
business plan similar to the popular 
TV show “Shark Tank.” Each group 
researched and presented to a panel 
of experts that consisted of local 
business owners and teachers. At 
the end of each period, the panel 
selected a winner. Those winners 
will then go on to sell the product 
they presented for one day at the 
SHS and any money raised will go 
toward their prom.

Shark Tank
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Pictures are worth a thousand words

Not since 1982 has Seneca Valley wrestling had an athlete make the PIAA state final championship but Louis Newell changed the fortunes of Raider wrestling 
with his silver medal at 106 lbs. at the 2016 PIAA AAA championships in early March. Below are pictures of Louis’s journey to the podium.

Members of the Seneca Valley Varsity and 
Junior Varsity softball teams once again 
volunteered their services at the annual 
Shamrock Shuffle Half Marathon held in 
Harmony on March 19.  The girls brought 
their enthusiasm and St. Patty’s Day spirit 
to the event to serve at water stations and 
cheer on the runners.

Shamrock Shuffle
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Dr. Tracy Vitale, Seneca Valley Superintendent of Schools, has been 
named the winner of the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Education 
PreK-12 Educator Award. This elite award recognizes Dr. Vitale for 
her leadership and achievements as an administrator. Specifically, 
the award recognizes a PreK-12 educator for their outstanding 
accomplishments in the classroom, administration, support services, 
and/or extra-curricular activities and programs. Dr. Vitale will be 
recognized during a reception on Friday, April 1 at the University of 
Pittsburgh’s University Club in Oakland.

Alumni award

Seneca Valley School District’s Water Safety Day, in part with 
Cranberry Township, is held annually in early June for elementary 
students (grades 1-4), and  was recently nominated to Pennsylvania 
Recreation and Park Society, Inc. (PRPS) and selected as a 2016 
Excellence in Recreation and Parks award winner.  

This honor was conferred at the Awards Banquet at the PRPS 
Annual Conference at Seven Springs on March 15. As part of the 
banquet ceremony, PRPS featured a slideshow presentation which included photos from SV’s  
award-winning submission in addition to information about the Water Safety Day program.

The Pennsylvania Recreation and Park Society (PRPS) is the principal state organization promoting 
quality recreation and park training, networking, and leadership opportunities for those working and 
volunteering in the field. Members include professionals who manage municipal recreation and park 
systems and state parks, therapeutic recreation specialists and activity coordinators at health care 
institutions, college and university professors and students, staff of privately-operated recreation 
facilities, and citizen members of recreation and park boards and commissions in communities across 
the Commonwealth. PRPS is a non-profit, 501.c.3 membership association with over 1,700 members 
statewide.

Water Safety Day wins Excellence Award
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Mr. Robert (Bob) Magerko, Seneca Valley Middle School (SVMS) 
Guidance Counselor, was recently awarded with the Ann Moniot 
Outstanding Middle Level Educator of the Year Award for the 2015-16 
school year from the Pennsylvania Association for Middle Level 
Education (PAMLE). 

This award is presented to a middle level educator that has made 
professional contributions that have positively influenced middle 
level education and students within their school, has a passion for teaching that is contagious to 
those around them, and someone who creates positive and caring relationships with their students 
and their colleagues.

“Mr. Magerko is a person who always sees the potential in every student, and his interaction and 
communication with them reflect this belief,” said Mr. Robert Ceh, principal at SVMS. “In his 30 plus 
years of experience, he has helped thousands of students reach their true potential.” 

The Association of Middle Level Education (AMLE), formerly the Pennsylvania Middle School 
Association (PMSA), was established in 1973 and serves as a voice for professionals, parents, and 
others interested in the educational and developmental needs of young adolescents (youth 10 – 15 
years of age).  AMLE is the only national educational association exclusively devoted to improving the 
educational experiences of young adolescents.

AMLE has over 30,500 members in more than 46 countries including teachers, principals, parents, 
college faculty, central office administrators, educational consultants, and community leaders. In 
addition, AMLE has 58 state, provincial, and international affiliates that work to provide middle level 
support at a more local level, including PAMLE. 

PAMLE is the leading advocate for middle level education in the state of Pennsylvania and the 
association (PAMLE) will promote and enhance the role of middle level education in Pennsylvania.

SV teacher awarded Outstanding Middle Level Educator

Ms. Marie Palano, principal at 
Evans City Middle School, and Mr. 
Dan DiDesiderio, principal at Haine 
Middle School, recently shared their 
comprehensive data plan to over 50 
educators, including administrators 
and college education majors, for the 
Pennsylvania Association of Student 
Assistance Professionals (PASAP) 
and Pennsylvania Association of 
Middle Level Educators (PAMLE) 
2016 Conference at Penn State 
University on Feb. 28.

At this joint event, the two principals 
presented: Getting Value Out of 
Data; A Multi-Tiered Approach to 
Effective Data Analysis and provided 
extensive information about using 
this method across multiple data sets.

Principals at Penn State

Evans City Middle School Special 
Education Teacher Ms. Erin 
Dusenberry was fully funded for 
a classroom resource, sensory 
bouncy bands, that she posted on 
DonorsChoose. DonorsChoose is 
an online charity that makes it easy 
to help fund classroom projects. 
Thank you to the parents, staff and 
community members who helped 
fund Ms. Dusenberry’s project. 
Teachers are continually posting 
classroom project requests. Please 
be sure to continue to look for 
additions during the remainder of  
the 2015-16 school year.

Choose SV

http://www.donorschoose.org/
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Q: Tell us about your occupation.
A: I graduated from the University of North Alabama (formerly Florence State University) in 1969. My college 
education was focused on accounting and economics. After graduation, I accepted a position in public 
accounting with Ernst & Young in Nashville, Tennessee where I worked primarily with hospitals in the 
southeastern region. I received my CPA certificate while working as an auditor. The Medicare program had  
just been enacted in 1965 and significantly increased recordkeeping and reporting requirements for hospitals.   
These new challenges provided an opportunity for me to shift my focus to management consulting and to  
specialize in Medicare law, regulations and reporting. After 8 years with Ernst & Young, I accepted a position  
with my largest client, Hospital Corporation of America (HCA). The Medicare program continued to issue more  
complex regulations. During those years, I worked within the organization and with various national groups to  
understand and clarify these regulations. After 25 years with HCA, I retired so that I could spend more time with  
my family, particularly my new granddaughter.

Q: Please share with us some information about your family.
A: My wife, Linda, was also a SVHS 1965 graduate. We were among 12 other couples who married someone from  
our graduating class. We are fortunate that our daughter, Ashley, her husband and our two grandchildren live  
close to home.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you become the person you are today, both personally and professionally?
A: Seneca Valley had excellent teachers and staff who cared about us as individuals. Teaching wasn’t just a job to them. They understood the 
challenges we faced and encouraged us to do our best. They were our role models and we learned a lot more than just what was in our text books. 
We learned from the examples they set for us. We were well prepared for the next stage in our lives.

Q: What do you think makes Seneca Valley such a special place to learn and grow?
A: The Seneca Valley School District draws students from communities that still have the same charm and character we remember from our high 
school days. Many of our classmates raised their children there and have grandchildren attending Seneca Valley Schools. Our 50th year reunion 
included a tour of our high school building, which is now the intermediate school. The tour was one of the most popular events. It was like stepping 
back in time. Overall, everything was very familiar but we were also impressed with the new technology and many of the new classrooms covering 
subjects we didn’t have. Students at Seneca today enjoy a program of study that introduces them to a wide variety of career possibilities.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/SV staff member? 
A: My favorite teachers were Mr. Dixon, Mrs. (Huth) Robey,  Mr. Hirschy, Mr. Heckendorn, Mrs. Marshall and Mrs. (Simpson) Olinger. They were 
excellent teachers who made the subjects interesting and who took time to get to know and understand us. They have also attended some of our 
reunions.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories from your time at Seneca Valley? 
A: While I enjoyed all the learning experiences at school during the week, I also looked forward to the Saturday night dances, sporting events and 
other social events supported by the school. Besides being lots of fun, these social events gave us an opportunity to get to know our classmates and 
others better and also provided the necessary balance in our lives.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or staff, what would it be?
A: Thank you for being great teachers and mentors. Continue to take a personal interest in the future of each and every student. Encourage them to 
participate in social and extracurricular activities. Fifty years from now, they will still remember and appreciate you.

Mr. William (Bill) C. Erwin III, a 1965 Seneca Valley graduate, was one of the 232 class members to graduate 
from the then new high school (now the IHS).  His class just celebrated their 50th reunion. We asked him to 
catch us up on what he is doing today and how Seneca Valley influenced his life and career.

AlumniAlumniQ & AQ & A

“

”

We spent the first 
three years of high 
school at either Evans 
City High School 
or Zelienople High 
School. We were 
excited about having 
a swimming pool, 
an observatory, a 
planetarium, and an 
auditorium.
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Parents of SV Juniors and Seniors: 
Scholarship season is here! Opportunities 
are available for all, including study 
interests, activities and/or financial 
background. Be sure to check them out here.  

The road to success

Significant changes are coming 
to the SAT in 2016, but the effect 
they’ll have on the student 
experience is debatable. Is the 
new SAT harder? Read more here. 

Ch-Ch-Changes

We congratulate and wish best of luck to Eric DiTullio, Seneca Valley School 
Board President, for being nominated to serve on the Pennsylvania Public School 
Employees’ Retirement System (PSERS) Board of Trustees. PSERS is conducting a 
Special Election for a seat that is elected by the members of Pennsylvania’s public 
school boards.
 
This election will be for a term on the PSERS Board for the remainder of 2016 through 
December 31, 2017. School board members across the Commonwealth will cast their 
ballots beginning in April, with the winner of the election to be announced in May.

Nominated to serve

http://www.svsd.net
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Seneca-Valley-School-District-Official-District-Site/133105866727178
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http://www.svsd.net//site/Default.aspx?PageID=6061
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https://apm.activecommunities.com/cranberrytownship/home
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